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“My mom said the only reason men are alive is for lawn care and vehicle
maintenance.”

-Tim Allen

You can’t do everything in the yard just yet, but there are some steps
you can take to get a jump on projects.

Get a jumpstart
on landscaping

During the cold months of win-
ter, many people stare longingly
out of the window dreaming of
spring and time spent outdoors.
For those with green thumbs,
images of tending to the garden
and other aspects of their land-
scapes no doubt dominate such
daydreams.

Draw inspiration from those
budding crocuses and daffodils
pushing through the last remnants
of snow and employ these tips to
prepare for the upcoming garden-
ing season.

B One of the first steps is to
apply a preemergent weed killer to
get a head start knocking out
weeds that can plague the lawn
during the growing season. Killing
weeds at the roots early on can
mean far fewer hassles in spring
and summer, and may prevent new
generations of weeds from crop-
ping up each year.

B While it may be tempting to
take a prematurely warm day as a
sign that spring is in full force and
purchase a bunch of annuals, it’s
better to know the last of the pos-
sible frost dates (check “The
Farmer’s Almanac”); otherwise, you
may waste time and money plant-
ing flowers or vegetables only to
have them zapped by another
frosty day.

B Amend the soil so that it is
the right consistency — just crum-
bling when lifting it. Soil that is
too muddy after spring thaw can
harden, making it difficult for
plants to flourish later on. Speak

with representatives at a local lawn
and garden center about which
types of amendments you can add
to the soil in your particular area
to enrich it.

B Lawn and garden experts at
suggest filling in bare patches of
lawn now by mixing a few shovel-
fuls of soil with grass seed. Then
apply this patch to the bare areas,
water, and continue to care for the
area until the spot fills in.

B Spend a day in the garage or
shed tending to the lawn mower
and other gardening equipment.
Clean all tools and ensure that
everything works, repairing parts as
needed.

B Give outdoor entertaining
spaces a good scrubbing, clearing
away dirt and grime that may have
accumulated over the winter. Use a
leaf blower to blow away any left-
over leaves.

B Check if the front porch,
railings or decking need painting
and/or staining. Tackle these proj-
ects when the weather is cooler so
everything will be ready for those
peak spring days.

B Think about any annuals you
might want to plant in the land-
scape this year that will comple-
ment any existing shrubbery or
perennials. Come up with a theme
so that the entire yard is cohesive.

Before homeowners know it,
winter is gone and it is time to
once again enjoy long days spent
outdoors. Get a jump start on
spring lawn prep as soon as you
can.

Elevate Your Garage
Door Opener

Stay connected and in control in your new home with a NEW
LiftMaster® Elite Series®, part of a full lineup of MyQ®-Enabled
Garage Door Openers. Open, close and monitor your garage

door and receive alerts through your smartphone so you can
always feel secure.

Apple® and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

%475

Installed

for 7’ high door
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+ Keyless Entry
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Battery + f—
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WWW.CUSTOMDOORSALES.COM

@ﬂm*m@New Hope 763-535-0042
ez’ Lift Master
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Supersizing
your kitchen

he rise in popularity of
television cooking
shows is not due solely

to the food, but also the con-
temporary-looking kitchens,
stainless appliances and the “I
want that” gadgets.

Many Americans are repli-
cating what they see on TV,
which means big business for
contractors, builders and
designers.

Consulting with profes-
sionals is definitely recom-
mended, especially consider-
ing the amount of research,
design expertise and regula-
tory codes that need to be
followed when installing profes-
sional-style equipment and appli-
ances.

Larger stoves require more
comprehensive ventilation sys-
tems, while the combination of
an all-new suite of high-powered
appliances may require a little
more power from your home’s
electrical infrastructure.

Spacious and usually shining
with stainless accents, a well-exe-
cuted commercial-style kitchen is
a thing of beauty.

The professional equipment
within them provide near-restau-
rant-level power that helps exe-
cute large meals for get-togethers.

Built in refrigerators have also
become trendy, as many kitchen
masters prefer the extra floor
space that this affords them.

Stainless appliances, sinks and
counters have found their way
into many of our kitchens, and
for good reason. Their sleek
appearance and simple elegance
help “commercialize” any kitchen
atmosphere and can quickly
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transform blah to brilliant.

Not all stainless appliances are
created equally, though, so try to
match similar shines and finishes
across all of your kitchen pieces
for strong cohesion.

The money it takes

A commercial-style kitchen
remodel can cost in between
$6,000 and $15,000 depending
on your equipment grades, floor-
ing, appliances and finishing
touches.

Costs can add up in a hurry,
but the up-front investment usu-
ally ends up paying off in the
end.

According to realtor.org, a
major kitchen remodel can net a
nearly 60-percent return on
investment. That is of course, if
you ever plan on selling your
home.

For most people, the addition
of a commercial kitchen is not
just for resale purposes, but to
provide a daily dose of cooking
excellence.

CALL FOR
SPRING
SPECIALS!

%
4

LANDSCAPING FTiLA33NeL:

é Mulch & Bed
Maintenance

é Mosquito
Misting

763-204-4300

é Shrubs &
Trees

é Grading &
Drainage

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

e DISCOUNT
ETERA|
15% I\)/ISCOUDPT

Servicing the

Area & Beyond!

Insured & Bonded

lakeslandscapingmn.com
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“No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and no culture
comparable to that of the garden.”

-Thomas Jefferson

“We have Kinetico in our home and Love It!” Water Softeners,

Ron and Raven Iron and Odor Filters,

Drinking Water

Systems and More...
S150

== @ Kinetico

B home water systems

Kinetico”

“Better Water
Free Estimates and In Home Consultations Flows from Better Thinking”

USA

www.SchultzSoftWater.com 320.251.4100

HOWARD'S

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

320-274-8913

715 Norway Dr. E, Annandale

LR 2

—

www.howardsplumbinginc.com

' Count on Howard’s to deliver quality you can feel

|

We can help select and install the plumbing, heating and air
conditioning products you need so you can get on enjoying life.

WHAT WE Do: Water Heaters, Water Softeners, Iron Filters,
Plumbing Installation & Repairs, Furnaces, Central Air
Conditioners, Ductless Air Conditioners, Boilers, Radiant
Floor Heat, Off-Peak Heating, Lake Cabin Start-Up and
Winterization Services and more! Save on heating and
cooling bills. Ask about the new Aeroseal Duct Sealing!

TEMPSTA R

Heating and Cooling Products

Buck Howard Quality you can feel.

063048-PM
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Take steps to tick-proot your yard

espite their diminutive
stature, ticks are a big
concern for people, par-

ticularly those with pets.

As the weather warms, ticks are
out looking for a host to climb on
and get a blood meal. Ticks are a
significant concern because they
can be infected with bacteria,
viruses or parasites, says the
Centers for Disease Control and

found in all of the lower 48 states,
according to the CDC. In addi-
tion, researchers at Cornell
University identified 26
species of ticks
along the East
Coast alone.
Preventing
tick bites has
never been
more impor-

animals can enter and so can ticks.
Fencing and pest management
solutions may help.

Other ideas include land-
scaping techniques
that can reduce tick
populations:

H Remove
leaf litter from
the yard.

W Clear tall

wide path of wood chips or gravel
can prevent tick migration by cre-
ating a physical barrier that’s dry
and sometimes too hot for ticks to
tolerate. Such a barrier also serves
as a visual reminder to anyone in
your household to be especially
careful if they step beyond the
perimeter.

B Bag grass clippings, which

can serve as habitats for ticks.
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B Remove old furniture, trash
and other debris that can give ticks
places to hide.

B Remember to use a tick-
repellent product when venturing
into wooded areas. Flea and tick
products also are available for pets;
consult with a vet.

Ticks are problematic, but vari-
ous measures can help control tick
populations in a yard.

tant. The

grasses and brush

Prevention. Lyme disease, ehrli-

chiosis, Rocky Mountain spotted process starts around homes and Retaining Walls ‘9
fever, tularemia, and babesiosis are [r)ighkt inc;)ne’s own at the edges of the I S Patio Pavers %
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passed to humans and pets via the ~ Reports and the New York State M Create a barrier between Proudly Providing all Your Landscaping Needs! Rip Rap %
bite of infected ticks. Integrated Pest Management wooded areas and the yard if it CALL CHAD TODAY! Lake Shore Restoration %

In 2018, at least one variety of Program, controlling wildlife that abuts a forested area. According to : : General Property Maintenance %

enters one’s yard can help keep tick

disease-transmitting tick had been Consumer Reports, a three-foot- Lawn Care Services %

Bobcat & Excavator Services 9
Driveways %

numbers down. Open access means

Yk e Hauling 9
d f R SRENE S - : Snow Plowing %
Tr u Ste O r "s.}o“'" HA“EN, MN: & Much More! %
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Since 1916, Auto-Owners Insurance and
your local independent agent have been
there when it matters most. That's the
quality of your agent, and the company
that stands behind them.

Lawn Sprinkler
Installation & Service

Y,

- Spring Sprinkler Start Ups
* Sprinkler Installation & Service

* Irrigation Parts for Sale

* Specializing in Lake Pumps
- * Fall Sprinkler Winterization
* Fully Licensed

* Fully Insured

* Available Year Round

Call or visit us today!

Serving the
Greater MN Area
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612-588-4000
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Annandale 320-274-8216 | Maple Lake 320-963-3163 | Clearwater 320-558-2271
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INSURANCE
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Know when to call in a pro

ew things can
revitalize a
home more

readily than a fresh
coat of paint.

Thanks in part
to the affordability
of paint and its ease
of application,
painting is some-
thing that even
novice DIYers can
typically handle.
According to the
marketing advice
guru Brandon
Gaille, it is estimat-
ed that residential
interior paint only
lasts around three
years before it needs
to be updated.
Exterior paint can
fade, chip and peel
due to various envi-
ronmental factors.
As a result, many
homes can likely use a fresh coat of
paint in at least one room.

As DIY-friendly as painting can
be, when attempting to paint the
interior or exterior of their homes,
homeowners may learn that some
painting projects are best left to the
professionals. Painting requires
skill, patience and a knowledge of
how various paints — including
finishes for particular applications
— will hold up. Novice painters
may do more harm than good by
dripping paint on expensive carpet-
ing or floors or fail to recognize the
nuances that indicate a spot-on
painting job.

Professional painters have spent
hours upon hours learning the
ropes of what works — and what
does not. Painters often understand
that painstaking preparatory work
is crucial to getting pristine fin-
ished results. Walls and ceilings
must be properly repaired and pre-
pared even before a base coat is
applied.

Professional painters also have
an eye for details. And because
professional painters make a busi-
ness out of doing interior and exte-
rior surfaces, they understand
which techniques can improve effi-
ciency. That means a professional
job can typically be completed
much more quickly than a DIY
project.

Even though some people think
they’ll save money by painting
their own homes, that’s not neces-

sarily true. Professionals already
have all the equipment necessary,
unlike novices who may need to
make repeated and potentially cost-
ly trips to the hardware store for
supplies. Plus, if mistakes happen,
DIYers have to spend additional

time and money fixing them.

Painting can give a home a facelift, and oftentimes it is smart to turn the work over to
professionals to ensure the job is done just right.

Safety can be a large motivator
for turning painting over to a pro.
Navigating exterior areas or tall
interior ceilings can be challenging
and may require scaffolding or tall
ladders DIYers do not have. Risk
of falls or other injuries increase
with lack of experience.

2 NORGREN °

TREE SERVICE INC.

e Improve your lake view
*Tree removal & trimming
* Property clean-up

e Storm damage

Professional Arborist  Free estimates
Residential e Commercial ® Farm e Insured

320-236-7715

SOUTH HAVEN

Hegdle Garage Door

Add style to your
home with

%THE !
COLLECTION

Complete Inventory

SALES, SERVICE
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Openers ~ Spring Repair

320-963-3934

Toll Free: 800-273-4699
MAPLE LAKE

www.hegledoor.com
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Dethatching,
Spring Cleanup,
Lawn Mowing
& Much More!

“We take PRIDE in your lawn”

320-250-1595

Iakecenterlawn@gmall com

dake Centar

LAWN CARE

Check out our website for
EXCLUSIVE lake home services!

W‘WW LAKECENTE R'LAWN COM

Free Estimates
Visit Our Showroom

Framing « Insulating « Hanging « Taping « Texturing « Painting
Spray Foam « Air Barrier « Water Proofing « Batt & Blown

4105 150th St NW, Suite 2, Clearwater, MN

MeritDrywall.com 763-878-2795

SALES SERVICE RENTALS

ONE OF THE LARGEST BOBCAT DEALERS IN CENTRAL MINNESOTA
Easy solutions to your hard work!
& Boheat

We carry a wide variety of new
Skid-Steer Loaders

Bobcat® equipment and offer
full service!

A\t Complete tasks with
precision and efficiency by
using one of our reliable
Babcat skid-steer loaders.

& Bohcat

Compact Excavators

Ready and waiting to dig

into your next challenge, our
lineup of compact excavators
will save you time and effort.

& Bohcat

Attachments

Break concrete faster, dig holes deeper,
move debris more efficiently. Make

big jobs seem small with our large
selection of Bobcat attachments.

Authorized Bobcat Dealers —78 ¥ —m—0o090—-—"-————

901 Parker Ave. W.
Dassel, MN 55325
888-679-4857
320-275-2737

810 Mayhew Lake Road NE 1515 W. Litchfield Ave.
St. Cloud, MN 56304 Willmar, MN 56201
844-262-2281 877-484-3211
320-240-2085 320-235-3672

> Bobcat

www.farmriteequip.com

Bobcat® and the Bobcat logo are trademarks of Bobcat Company. 16-B198
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For the best lawn, use care in weed

erbicides are chemicals
used to eliminate weeds
from your lawn turf. Lawn

herbicides are available in pre-
emergent types that prevent weeds
from sprouting, and post-emergent
types, which kill them after they
have sprouted.

Homeowners should research
carefully before using weed killers.
Some products can cause severe
damage to grass and landscape
plants when used improperly.
Signs of injury

You may see signs of herbicide
damage shortly after applying the
product to your lawn areas. The
grass may become yellowed, a con-
dition called chlorosis, or it may
appear striped with colorless areas.

Grass plants may brown and
die. Wilting and curling of leaves
can also occur. Herbicides should
not be used on newly planted
grass, which can brown and die in
large patches.

The right herbicide

Weed killers come in a variety
of types. Some of these are “selec-
tive” in that they only kill some
types of weed plants. Others are
“non-selective,” which means they
will kill any type of growing plant,
so they must be used with care.

Glysophate, marketed under the
brand name Roundup, is one of

these non-selective weed-killers
used to kill weeds on driveways
and sidewalks. It can kill your lawn
grass if used incorrectly.

Homeowners should identify
the type of turfgrass used in their
lawns so they can choose the right
herbicide product. St. Augustine, a
grass used in warm climates, can-
not tolerate many herbicide com-
pounds.

Always read labels carefully to
determine if the herbicide is safe
for your type of grass. When in
doubt, contact your local agricul-
tural extension service for advice.
Repairing damage

If you see damage on your lawn
soon after applying an herbicide,
you may be able to save the grass
by employing a few techniques.

First, water the lawn liberally to
wash the herbicide off the grass
plants. This method will not help
herbicides that are soil active. It
will merely wash the compound
further into the soil. You can, how-
ever, dig a slight trench around
damaged areas to cut the roots of
the grass plants to prevent the
weed killer from being taken up
into plant cells.

If damage is severe, you may
have to re-seed or re-sod areas of
your lawn with the most injury.
After repairing your lawn, do not
use herbicides for at least six weeks
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A beautiful yard requires more than mowing, but pay attention to what

you're putting on it.

after re-seeding or re-sodding to
allow the new grass to develop a
strong root system.
Preventlng injury

The best way to avoid expensive
grass and plant injury from herbi-

Mow for
success

By Katie Winslow

s the weather finally begins
to warm up from our long
winter the itch to get out-

side and begin working in our
lawn and garden grows with each
passing day. Whether you see
mowing your lawn as a chore that
has to be done or a relaxing way to
wind down after a long week at the
office there are some tips you
should take into consideration this
season.

Before your first mowing be
sure to check over your lawn
mower. Change the oil and fuel.
Clean out the air filter. Sharpen
and adjust the blades. Sharp blades
will ensure clean cuts on your
blades of grass. A cleanly cut blade
is less susceptible to disease and is
able to better conserve water. If the
weather and your individual lawn
conditions allow for it mowing
may begin during the last week in
April. If your lawn is still too wet,
hold off until it is dry.

A recent trend in lawn mowers
is that they are equipped with bag-
gers. These baggers take the clip-
pings from your lawn and then are
usually disposed of or added to a

compost pile. Lawn clippings are
actually extremely valuable to a
lawn. Decomposed clippings add
the equivalent of one fertilizer
application to your lawn each year.
Decomposed clippings also
improve soil quality and minimize
runoff and help improve carbon
sequestration. If your clippings are
too long you can mulch them by
mowing over them several times. If
you choose to remove your clip-
pings and have applied an herbi-
cide to your lawn do not use the
clippings as mulch for other plants
or add them to a compost pile.
When setting your blade height
be sure that it is three inches or
higher. Taller grass will help to
shade out the weed seeds and
maintain a lower soil temperature.
A taller grass on top of soil also
means a deeper root system which
allows your grass to reach more
nutrients in your soil. During the

mid-summer, when temperatures
increase, raise your mowing height
by one inch. Change your mowing
pattern frequently to promote
upright shoot growth. If possible,
mow at right angles every other
time you mow.

Mowing is the most time con-
suming part of keeping a lawn, but
if done properly will lead to a
healthy, vigorous lawn.
Contributions from this article
include former Extension Educator
Sam Bauer. For more information
on lawn care you can visit the
University of Minnesota Extension
website and look under lawn and
garden. If you have specific ques-
tions about your lawn you are wel-
come to stop by or call the Stearns
County Extension office 320-255-
6169 ext. 1.

Katie Winslow is a University of
Minnesota Extension educator.

PURCELL PLUMBING

& HEATING, INC.
Serving Wright County since 1966

1-888-434-4077

www.purcellplumbingheating.com

PLUMBERY®

220 Sandberg Road, Monticello

Aaron Lic. #PM 62477

cides is to prevent it from happen-
ing. Follow label directions when-
ever you apply weed-killing prod-
ucts. Use only the amount recom-
mended by the manufacturer.
Don’t mix chemicals together.
Avoid drift problems by refraining
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control

from applying herbicide when it is
windy.

Use only the amine or low-
volatile forms of 2, 4-D herbicide.
Do not use soil active herbicides
where run-off can carry it to non-
target areas.

Be careful when applying soil,
manure or other amendments to
your property. They may contain
herbicides to kill weeds. Know the
source of the materials. Herbicide
injury often occurs when you apply
herbicides in hot weather. Only
apply herbicide when the tempera-
ture is below 80 degrees
Fahrenheit, or as directed on the
bottle.

Weed and feed

Weed-and-feed combination
products that combine an herbi-
cide with fertilizer can be damag-
ing to turf grass and landscape
plants. The main problem with
these products is that fertilizer gen-
erally needs to be watered into the
soil, but herbicides need to be left
on the leaves to work properly.

Also, if you need to re-apply
weed-killer, you will also be re-
applying fertilizer, which is unnec-
essary and can find its way into
local waterways. It's generally best
to weed and feed in separate opera-
tions.

Mark’s Stump Chipping
| &Bobcat, LLC I\

+ Stump Removal -

Stump Chipper on Rubber Tracks for Minimum Lawn Damage
+ Grade & Shape Driveways ¢ Crushed Granite, Class 5
+ Black Dirt * Misc. Bobcat Work

FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED
Mark A. Miller 320-274-5166

Dan & Jerry's

Garden Center

Monticello

Grown Locally For You For 33 years

WEEKLY SPECIALS * LANDSCAPERS WELCOME
ONE STOP GARDEN CENTER

for Bedding Plants, Perennials,
Patio Pots, Hanging Baskets,
Trees & Shrubs, Berry Plants,
Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fall Mums,
Straw Bales, Vegetables, Gift Cards,
Fall items, and More!
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Tree services can ensure trees maintain their awe-inspiring beauty and help homeowners protect their

homes and their belongings.

Use a tree service for beauty, satety

old weather can take its toll
‘ on a property, especially in

regions of the world where
winters are harsh like Minnesota.
Most parts of the landscape are
vulnerable to damage from winter
storms, but trees may be especially
susceptible. By the end of winter,
many homeowners wonder if their
trees would benefit from some pro-
fessional TLC.

Tree services provide a host of
services. While fall is a popular
time to remove trees from a prop-
erty, doing so in spring is not
unheard of, especially if trees were
affected by winter storms and now
pose a threat to a home and the
people who live inside it.

Homeowners considering tree
services can explore the following
ways that some professional arbor
attention can protect them and
their homes.

B Tree services can help pro-
tect a home’s foundation. Old trees
that stretch well into the sky can
be captivating, but they also can
pose a threat to a home’s founda-
tion. Such trees may have especial-
ly large root zones that may extend
beneath walkways and even a
home. In the latter instance, foun-
dations may crack as roots try to
stake their claim to the ground
beneath a home. According to the
home improvement resource
HomeAdvisor, homeowners pay an
average of just over $4,000 to
repair foundation issues, though
major problems can cost consider-
ably more than that. A professional
tree service can remove aging trees
that might be beautiful and awe-
inspiring but still pose a threat to a
home and the areas surrounding it.

M Tree services can improve vis-
ibility. Trees that have aged a bit
since their last trimming might
affect the view of a property from
inside a home. Overgrown branch-
es can compromise residents’ abili-
ty to see and experience the natural

beauty just outside their windows.
The average homeowner may be
able to trim short trees on his or
her own, but if views from the sec-
ond floor of a home or higher have
been compromised, it's much safer
to call a professional tree service.
Such services have the right tools
and experienced personnel neces-
sary to safely trim high branches
on tall trees.

B Tree services can help prevent
future damage. Even if trees made
it through a recent winter
unscathed, that’s no guarantee next
winter or even the coming seasons
of spring, summer and fall won’t
ultimately prove their undoing.
Travelers Insurance notes that

weather-related roof damage,
including damage resulting from
falling limbs and branches weighed
down by snow during the winter
months, accounted for more than
half of all Travelers property loss
claims between 2009 and 2016.
According to BNC Insurance and
Risk Advisors, homeowners may be
liable if a tree they knew posed a
threat falls onto a passerby or a
neighbor’s property and causes
damage or injury. Having all trees
properly trimmed each year, but
especially those that can fall on
your home and your neighbors’
homes, may prevent future damage
and legal issues.
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www.almarineinc.com * Hwy. 55 W * Annandale, MN 55302

320-274-82217

€ Pontoons * Docks ¢ Lifts * Used Boats & Motors

=i Dock Tires ¢ Pontoon Trailer Rentals
& Full Line of Parts & Accessories

€5 Dock & Lift Installation * Repair Boats, Motors * Shrink Wrap * Trained Techs
2= Winterizing by Full Factory  Maintenance * Indoor & Outdoor Storage

& 1 Hour Winterizing
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‘Seamless Gutters < 29 Years Experience

» Many Colors

Tom Lundeen
320-236-7785

Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

Home & Cabin

CLEANING SPECIALISTS
Did you Know?

You have help right at your fingertips!
Relax, we got this! Let us take the stress away!
Don’t get overwhelmed, Get INNOVATIVE!

We will remove the STRESS and the
MESS from your life today!

-~

Your Commercial &
Residential Cleaning Solution

Call Amber for a quote today! 2 18-255-2928

DEAL?!?
Buy a Furnace

& Geta
FREE A/C Unit!

AND
NEeSt Thermostat with a

o

*With qualifying equipment. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer.

Home Product*

DeZiel

HEATING & A/C, INC.

www.DeZielhvac) cam

46:3=684=396,

Residential - Heating - Cooling - Sales - Service
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Plan options to finance your project

efore starting a home
Bimprovement project, either

on one’s own or with the
assistance of a professional contrac-
tor, homeowners must first consider
the costs involved. According to the
home improvement resource
HomeAdyvisor, more than one-third
of homeowners do not understand
what hiring a professional will cost,
and then cannot successfully budget
and secure financing once they have
set their sights on a renovation proj-
ect.

HomeAdvisor says that some of
the more popular projects, such as
remodeling a kitchen or bathroom
or building a deck, can cost, on
average, $19,920, $9,274 and
$6,919, respectively.

Homeowners may find that the
more expensive renovations require
them to secure some type of financ-
ing. Those who have never before
sought such financing may want to
consider these options.

B Cash-out refinancing: With
cash-out refinancing, a person will
begin the mortgage process anew
with the intention of paying off the
current mortgage balance, and then
taking out additional funds for
other purposes. Cash-out refinanc-

Homeowners looking to finance their next improvements should speak to
a financial advisor and shop around for the best types of funding for them.

in

is % way to tap into a home’s exist-
ing equity for use on improvements
or other expenses, such as college
tuition.

B Home equity line of credit:
The financial experts at Bankrate
indicate that a HELOC works like a
credit card, with the house as collat-
eral. There is a credit limit, and bor-
rowers can spend up to that limit.
The interest rate may or may not be

fixed.
However, the interest may be tax-
deductible if the financing is used
to improve, buy or build a home.
B Home equity loan:
Individuals also can borrow against
equity in their homes with a fixed
interest rate through a home equity
loan. Most lenders will calculate 80
percent of the home value and sub-
tract 2 homeowner’s mortgage bal-
ance to figure out how much can be

Keep your deck sate and beautitul

nstalling a deck is hard, tedious
Iwork. Just ask your lower back

after 10 hours of driving nails
and lining up boards. That’s why it
is important to protect your sweat
equity investment by taking proper
care of your labor of love.

Rain and sunshine are your
deck’s natural enemies, as it doesn’t
take long for your perfectly stained
masterpiece to suffer from weather-
ing and fading. Of course, this can
be avoided by some simple meth-
ods and deck care strategies.

B Experts strongly urge the use
of fiberglass or plastic brushes and
shovels to remove foreign objects
from your deck. Trying to push
snow, dirt and leaves off your deck
with a metal shovel can scrape your
sealant away and compromise your

decK’s longevity.

For standing water, use push
brooms or water sweepers to gently
dry your deck. Letting water stand
and potentially cause mildew or
wood rot can be as equally as dam-
aging as using the wrong tool.

B Now that you know what tool
to use, your deck needs a thorough
scrubbing with a specialized cleaner
at least once a year.

These cleaners will remove that
dirt, grime and dust that can build
up quickly. If any parts of your
deck are stained, there are cleaners
to take care of that, too. The right
cleaning solution and a little bit of
elbow grease are reasonable invest-
ments that can make all the differ-
ence in maintaining deck health.

Wood rot is not always obvious
to the naked eye. It can fester in
between your deck boards in the
form of damp leaves or rainwater.
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Several products are available
for you to reach these tough-to-
clean spaces, including hand scrap-
ers that will not damage your
wood’s sealant. If youre looking for
less tedious way to clean these
spaces, a pressure washer works
wonders.

borrowed, according to the financial
advisory site The Simple Dollar.

B Personal loan: Homeowners
can shop around at various financial
institutions for competitive personal
loans to be used for home improve-
ment purposes. Funds may be
approved within one business day,
which can be ideal for those who
want to begin their improvements
soon.

B Personal line of credit: A per-
sonal line of credit allows borrowers
to borrow only the money needed
at the time, and offers a variable
interest rate that is generally lower
than fixed loan rates. Again, like a
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credit card, PLOC gives a person a
maximum borrowing amount and
is ideal for ongoing purchases.

B Credit cards: In a pinch, cred-
it cards can be used to finance
improvements, but they do come
with the cost of very high interest
rates if the balance is not paid in
full by the time the bill comes due.
However, for funding smaller proj-
ects and maximizing rewards points
through home improvement retail-
ers or specific credit card company
promotions, credit cards can be a
way to earn various perks in addi-
tion to the benefit of improving a
home.
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GET "MOWER” FOR YOUR MONEY!

VISIT US TODAY FOR THE TOUGHEST,
MOST ADVANCED MOWERS ON THE MARKET!
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GET $500 =
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WITH THE PURCHASE OF A 74777 TORO ZERO TURN!

| For Example: New Set of Toyo Open Country
A/Ts 265-75R16 truck tires, installed with
tax usually $762.00. You pay only $262.00
| with gift card special offer! Stop in today!

Only while supplies last!
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